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Restoring the biodiversity of 
European rivers by removing dams



© Jeremy Shelton

SAVE MIGRATORY FISH 
IN RIVERS



CONNECTING FISH, 
RIVERS & PEOPLE



OPENING UP RIVERS AROUND THE WORLD 
MAKING PEOPLE PROUD

CELEBRATE SUCCESS STORIES  & CHALLENGES TOGETHER

© Ministry of Estonia© Province of Fryslan



HEAD BANGING
ALL OVER THE GLOBE

© Petteri Hautamaa



GETTING STUCK ON 
TRASH RACKS



DROWNING 
RIVERS

© European Rivers Netowrk



>1 MLN
ESTIMATED
BARRIERS



LIVING PLANET INDEX 
MIGRATORY FISH

-76%



© US  NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

2013: ELWHA RIVER (USA) HELSINGINKOSKI (FI)



We too

3220 km river opened up



Assessing 
Ecological Impacts

2,818,033

2018
3220 km river 

opened up



2016

MOVEMENT TO SUPPORT 

PRACTITIONERS



MISSION

SAVE FREE FLOWING RIVERS IN EUROPE



PROVIDE TOOLS

AWARENESS

CONNECT, SHARE & INSPIRE

LOBBY

CATALYSE FUNDING



INCEPTION
LEON (SPAIN)

2016

EXCITEMENT



SHARE EXPERIENCES
USA-EUROPE

DAM REMOVAL
TOOL KIT 

(TNC)



SEPPO LEIONEN

INSPIRE THE MINDS



Iron Gate Dam, Danube River, Romania

We are NOT trying 
to remove the 
Iron Gate Dam 
(well maintained, iconic, 
multiple purposes)

NO

We ARE stimulating 
the removal of  
abandoned, obsolete, 
unsafe, in-efficient, 
sediment filled dams

Yecla de Yeltes dam, Spain

YES



OLD & OBSOLETE
100.000 sites



RELICENSE HYDROPOWER
30.000 sites

TO BE OR NOT TO BE REMOVED ?
© European Rivers Netowrk



FRANCE: >2.400
SWEDEN: >1.600
FINLAND: >450
SPAIN: >200
UK: >130
NETHERLANDS: >50
ESTONIA: >5
SWITZERLAND: 1
GERMANY: tbd

REMOVED BARRIERS

© Duero River Basin Authority



CASE STUDIES

https://www.damremoval.eu/case-studies/
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© ERN

THE BIGGEST
ESTONIA FRANCE

MARCH 2020:    EU BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY  25.000km FFR



ESTONIA



© ERN
Roberto Epple

FRANCE



© Confederación Hidrográfica del Duero (Spain)

© Confederación Hidrográfica del Duero (Spain)

SPAIN DAM REMOVAL LAW 



DAM REMOVAL POLICY
FROM 2019 IN FINLAND



SWEDEN

RE-THINKING 

HYDROPOWER



CROWDFUNDING
20 DAM REMOVALS 

90.000 euro





WHAT’S NEXT?

CONNECT

MOVEMENT

TOOLS

REMOVE

CELEBRATE



RESTORE

>25.000 km
FREE-FLOWING 

RIVERS

EU-BIODIVERSITY 
AMBITION

WWW.DAMREMOVAL.EU
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REPLICATE PHASE
Speeding up the policy cycle, providing tools and funding mechanisms so

ten of thousands of dams are removed to create open rivers

REMOVALS

R&D TIMEREPLICATE SCALING

European and national policies
and funding in place

Business as usual

5,000

100,000

2020
2025





Effects

THANK YOU! 


